Since my childhood I had remained unable to understand how my father's mind worked. As a daughter I did not like his occupation.
60.

The Remaining Hours Asako Ono
'Something is wrong with the digestive organs and the liver. Let us examine them with a stomach camera. ' The doctor reserved the room for the check-up to be carried out two weeks later. I was dumbfounded when I happened to notice the words 'suspicion of cancer' on the margin of the questionnaire paper I was to take back on the day. Naturally father saw them himself. On the way back in the car he said to me: 'We have had no cancer patients in our family history. Anyway I won't undergo an operation even if an unexpected result follows. ' Although he pretended to be tough, he fell seriously ill soon after hearing the news, perhaps because of the shocking words, and he was hospitalized before the check-up day.
I expected Dr K to be in charge, but he was going to leave the hospital to open his own clinic, so in his place Dr N was to take charge of father. He came to the sickroom to greet us. He was very tall, but he was much younger than his predecessor, as young as Dr K's child. To be frank I was disappointed.
One by one Dr N carried out the scheduled examination of the heart, the stomach and the large intestine and so on by the use of echocardiography, endoscope and CT. Father by nature was nervous and stubborn. He was so self-centred as to make a complaint even about a routine intravenous drip. Dr N came to father's sickroom as often as possible and listened attentively to the old man's complaints. Soon I came to trust this young doctor.
Ten days after the hospitalization, when all the necessary data were ready for evaluation, father and I were called into the doctor's office. In the small room a number of photos were clearly displayed in the light. As soon as father sat down in the chair, he began to tell the doctor as if to take the initiative:
'Tell me the truth, sir. I am now eighty years of age. It won't be surprising if I am no more tomorrow, but, as you know, I have some things to settle before that because I am an independent businessman. There is no one to do that work in my place. That is the reason why I ask for the truth. ' Father delivered his comment in a single breath. A moment later Dr N quietly said:
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